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Welcome to the second edition of our English newsletter. 

A newsletter full of information and ideas to help your 

child become a better reader and writer.  

Reading 
The Twenty Minute Challenge: How 

reading just 20 minutes a day can 

help your child’s learning.  

 

A child who reads or shares a book for 

20 minutes a day will be exposed to 

1.8 million words a year and will read 

for 851 hours. Children who read for 

20 minutes a day will perform better 

on standardised tests than 90% of 

their classmates. Daily reading 

exposes children to a world outside of 

their own. It can provide them with 

new perspectives and opens their 

imaginative minds, helping them to 

learn to love reading.  

 

A BIG THANK YOU! 

We raised a massive £1050 

through our sponsored read 

during Book Week.  

This money is going towards Collins 

Big Cat Little Wandle phonetically 

decodable sets of books used for 

Group Guided Reading. These high 

quality books are beautifully 

illustrated and are a mixture of 

fiction and non-fiction. 

LIBRARY VISITS 
Every class had the opportunity to visit 

Hatfield Peverel Library. The children 

interviewed the librarian, found out 

about the library and shared some 

books. Thank you to the staff at 

Hatfield Peverel Library. We hope to 

visit again soon! 



 

Reading reminders! 

Mystery Readers 

If you have not already done so, please consider volunteering in a Mystery 

Read. All we ask is that you bring in and read aloud a favourite picture book 

to the class. This will help share a LOVE of reading to all the children. 

Because this is a MYSTERY, we would like all information to be kept secret 

from your child, including the date you are coming and the picture book you 

will be reading. The children love guessing who the mystery reader is each 

week! If you would like to join in with the mystery, but need help choosing a book, 

we are happy to help. Please contact your child’s class teacher if you have five 

minutes to spare one afternoon! 

Oswald! 

Oswald is a big hit with the children in school. In order to borrow Oswald 

for the weekend, we ask that your child reads 5 days in a row and this is 

clearly marked in the reading trails. Your child also needs to be able to talk 

about the books that they have read. They will receive a reading champion 

sticker and be put into a draw to receive ’Oswald’ the reading owl for the 

weekend. They can then share stories together. Each class has an ‘Oswald’ the 

reading owl. It is important to write entries in the reading trails when you have 

heard your child read as your child can also gain additional stickers, certificates 

and book prizes. 

BOOK WEEK 2022 

‘Decorate a door’ competition 

was a huge success. Mrs Black 

was the judge this year. Topaz 

Class were the lucky winners 

and won £15 to spend for their 

classroom. Well done Topaz 

Class!  



Our Entrance Hall Reading Display 

We have designed a reading bookshelf display in the school entrance hall which 

needs to be filled! 

Book reviews: Templates are available on the school website. Your child can choose 

to  write their book review on one of these templates or can choose another way 

to display their work.  

Reading everywhere: What unusual places can you be caught reading? In a tree, in 

the bath, upside down! Please send ‘Caught reading’ photos into school via your 

child’s Tapestry account. 

Pictures of characters: These can be done with pencil, pen, paint, collage. Entirely up 

to you! Please send them to school with your child who will also receive a 

Headteacher sticker for their efforts.  

 Writing Try some of these ideas when practising spellings at home: 

 Spotlight on Year 1! 

This term, Diamond and Sapphire classes have enjoyed writing the story of ‘The 

Velveteen Rabbit’ based on their Toys topic. Their experience days included 

bringing in and sharing their favourite toys, making honey and marmalade 

sandwiches for a teddy bear picnic and inviting in a very special guest! Doctor 

Guy, our Chair of Governors talked about his childhood toy. Below are 

photographs of shared writing and some children enjoying their teddy bear picnic! 

 



Easter writing opportunities 

Why not try some of these at home over the Easter holidays? Post any completed 

activities onto Tapestry so that we can share them with the class.  

Make a list of nouns, 

verbs and adjectives 

about Easter.  How 

many of each can you 

think of? 

Try writing, printing 

and painting with 

melted chocolate? Can 

you write the Easter 

bunny a note?  

Write an acrostic 
poem about Easter: 

E……….. 
A……….. 
S……..... 
T……….. 
E……….. 
R……….. 

Write a recipe for an Easter 

cake or Easter biscuits. Try 

to use time openers (first, 

next, then) and bossy 

imperative verbs (mix, stir, 

combine).  
Watch the film ’Hop’.  

Describe the main 

character using 

interesting adjectives. 

Design and make an Easter 

card and write a special 

Easter message on the 

inside. Can you include an 

Easter joke? 

How does the Easer bunny 

keep fit?  Design and make clues for an 

Easter trail for someone to 

follow.  Can you use chalk on 

the ground, sticks in mud, 

paint brushes with water on 

the patio? 

A note from Mrs Fairbairn 

Again, thank you so much for everything that you are doing at home with 

regards to promoting reading and writing. We are all so thankful for the 

amount that you raised for the sponsored read this year. The children had 

a great Book Week in school and all of the staff too!  

If you have any suggestions on what to include in the next edition, or any 

questions, then please contact me via the school office email address. 

Have a lovely Easter! 

Mrs Fairbairn (English Lead) 

Book recommendation by Mrs Gurr 

Bear Hunt by Anthony Browne is a wonderful book. I have 

chosen this book because Bear comes up with wonderful 

ways to draw himself out of trouble. I love the pictures 

and Anthony Browne is one of my favourite authors. The 

story is about a clever white bear and his magic pencil. 

Everything Bear draws becomes real! When two bear 

hunters are after him, his magic pencil comes in very 

handy!  

Easter 


